
 

 

All:  Spirit of truth, 

Reader 4:  who fills us with wonder and awe, 
inspire us to work for a better world and a future where 
injustice is swept away. 

All:  Amen. 
adapted from a prayer from CAFOD website © Catherine Gorman/CAFOD 

 

Leader:  Christ, our friend, when we were once distant 
strangers you proclaimed peace and brought us near.  

Help us extend your grace and welcome in word and deed 
to all around us. 
 

Help us to live out the values you have called us to.  Let 
us not be conformed to the world and behave with 

selfishness or indifference to the needs of others, but 
follow the way of your son, who came not to be served, 
but to serve.  
 

Let our lives and our words witness to your grace and 
love that reach out to the last and the least. 
 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hearts. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill us. 

Come, Holy Spirit. Come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Front photo: Refugees from Sri Lanka; Inside photo: Returned Asylum Seeker in Afghanistan 
(courtesy of UNHCR http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d-page1.html) 

Pentecost Prayer 2010  

As we celebrate in prayer the feast of Pentecost, 

let us pray for just and fair treatment of those 
who seek asylum in our country.  

 

PRAYER FOCUS 
 

With the increasingly inflammatory talk é the name of the 
game on both sides of politics is to cast asylum seekers as 

opportunists and impugn their motives and credibility.  
Suvendrini Perera, Associate Professor of Cultural Studies, Curtin University in The 
Age, 12 April 2010. Her most recent book is Australia and the Insular Imagination 
(Palgrave,2009). 

 
Imagine, if you can, that you have spent the past 30 or 
more years in an environment of war, where your security is 

at best not guaranteed and at worst you and your loved 
ones have been regularly exposed to physical attack.  Some 

or many, people you have known and loved have been killed 
and many more bear the physical scars of war.  Everyone 
bears its psychological scars.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

You are at best a political outcast and at worst 
vulnerable to repression, physical abuse, or worse.  You 

or your sons or daughters flee your once loved home, 
seeking respite, hoping you can find safety and 

acceptance elsewhere.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This is the situation facing Sri Lanka's Tamils and many 

Afghanis, who in desperation seek refuge in one of the 
countries lucky enough to be able to offer it.  What they 

find, however, is that they are treated as criminals.  
Prof Damien Kingsbury, School of International and Political Studies, Deakin 

 

WORD 
 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hearts. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us. 
Come, Holy Spirit. Come. 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

 

 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd 

gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each.   
 

Amazed and astonished, they asked, óAre not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? ... In our own 

languages we hear them speaking about Godôs deeds of 
power.ô  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, óWhat does this mean?ô 
Acts 2:1 -8, 11b,12  

 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 

faithful. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hearts. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us. 
Come, Holy Spirit. Come. 
adapted from a prayer from CAFOD website © Stephen Davies/CAFOD 

 
 

COMMUNAL PRAYER 
 

All:  Breath of God, 

Reader 1:  Spirit who appeared like a driving wind,  
blow away our prejudice and teach us to value all 

people. 
 

All:  Spirit of God, 

Reader 2:  who appeared like tongues of flame, 
burn in us as a passion for justice and a commitment to 
change. 
 

All:  Spirit of life, 
Reader 3:  who caused the disciples to speak in 

tongues, speak through us, and fill us with the courage 
to proclaim your love. 


