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Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Loreto Sisters 
The Institute for the Blessed Virgin Mary was founded by a 17th 
Century woman, Mary Ward.  Mary Ward was born in 
Yorkshire in 1585 and lived in a time of social upheaval and 
persecution of the Catholic Church.  Her family, both male and 
female members, was strong supporters and sufferers for the 
Catholic cause in England.   
 

Mary and her supporters founded their religious order in St. Omer in the Netherlands in 
1609 and foundations were made throughout Europe.  Their calling was to actively 
support female education and welfare in the community under the leadership of a female 
superior.  This model, based on the Jesuit model, was unpopular with the Catholic 
Church at a time when enclosure for women religious was the norm.  This disapproval 
culminated in a Papal Bull of Suppression in 1631 and Mary�s arrest and imprisonment 
for heresy but she was later released and returned to England.    Mary Ward died in 
England in 1645 but her Institute survived in their houses in Rome, Bavaria and Paris and 
in 1686 the Institute was founded in York at Micklegate Bar which became the Bar 
Convent, the first English Convent since the dissolution of the monasteries in 1535.   
 
A Papal Bull of Confirmation was issued in 1703 and in 1909 Mary Ward was officially 
declared the founder of the Institute. 
 
In 1821 the Irish Branch of the Institute, the Loreto Sisters, was established by the Bar 
Convent trained Mother Teresa Ball. 
 
The Australian foundation was made from Ireland when Mother Gonzaga Barry and nine 
companions came to Ballarat in 1875. 
 
From this Ballarat Foundation at Mary�s Mount the Loreto Sisters made foundations and 
associations in Portland, Melbourne, Sydney, Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane, Broome, 
Vietnam and Timor Leste. They have founded boarding, day and parish schools, 
kindergartens, teachers� colleges and have worked at various welfare missions. 
 
The Australian Province is part of the Irish/North American Generalate, which was 
reunited in 2003, and has its Province Office in Melbourne. 
 
The archives of the IBVM, Loreto Sisters, are the records selected to be those of enduring 
value to the Institute and to the community in general.  This collection is a rich source of 
Loreto, Catholic Church, women�s education and personal history. 
 
More information about the IBVM can be found on the web site � www.loreto.org.au
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About This Guide 
 

This is a Guide to the historic records in the collections of the Loreto Archives which 
include the Loreto Province Archives and other Loreto Archives of schools and 
communities.  
 
It is a guide to the archives of the Province, Communities and early Loreto Schools and 
Foundations. 
 
Records have been documented and managed in the database Tabularium version 2. 
 
Holdings 
 
The record holdings of Loreto Archives included in the Guide cover the major functions 
of the Institute � Governance, Community and Missio ns � from the foundation of Loreto 
in Australia in 1875. 
 
Formats 
 
The collections contain records in various formats including paper � files and volumes, 
magnetic tape and digital recordings, photographs, textiles, artifacts and electronic 
records. 
 
Systems of Control 
 
The records are arranged using the series system of arrangement and are listed at the 
series level. 
More detailed descriptions of series and lists of items within series can be obtained on 
application to the Province Archives. 
 
Province Archives 
 
The Province Archives was created to be the Central Archives for the Institute and holds 
records of Loreto College, Ballarat, until about 1975, the Ballarat Loreto Community, the 
records of most Loreto foundations, records of individual Loreto Sisters and the records 
of the governance of the Institute from the Provincialate. 
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Structure of the Guide 
 
The Guide is divided into five sections �  
 
Section 1: Governance   
Section 2: Missions � Foundations (Schools and Comm unities)  
Section 3: Personal Papers 
Section 4: Other Formats 
Section 5: Collected Secondary Sources of Loreto History 
 
For each entry a series number, series name, date range and description, where available, 
is given.  
Series as an entity of arrangement and description of archival records (see Glossary) 
contain items.  Lists of items within series are not included in this Guide but are available 
on application to the Province Archives. 
 
Location of Records 
 
The Province Archives in Ballarat holds the early records of Mary�s Mount school and 
community, records of the governance of the IBVM in Australia and records of 
communities.   
 
A list of locations of Loreto collections can be found in Appendix 3. 
 
Access 
 
The Loreto Archives is a private collection and access is at the discretion of the 
management. 
 
Access to records may be restricted due to fragility of the record, confidentiality or 
privacy. 
 
The records listed in this Guide are the records of historical interest. 
 
A copy of our Access Policy is available on application to the Province Archivist.   
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Section 1: Governance 
 
Governance is the activity of directing and administering the IBVM Loreto Sisters in the 
Australian Province since the foundation in Ballarat in 1875.   

 

 
Provincial Council 1897 
(Province Archives SER 194) 
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Series number: 16 

Series title: Records Relating to the Early Union and Constitution 

Start date: 1884 

End date:  1960 
 

Descriptive note: A collection of records relating to early calls for the reunion of the IBVM  
  branches - the reunion of the Australian Branch with Rathfarnham in 1895, the  
  attempts at reunion with the Roman Branch in the early 1900s and the reunion  
  of the European Generalates in 1953 and the changes to the Constitution. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 

 

 
Provincial Chapter 1983 
(Province Archives SER 194) 

Series number: 182 

Series title: Records Relating to Provincial Chapters/Congregations 

Start date:  1960 

End date:  1998 

Descriptive note: This series consists of records relating to Provincial Chapters or   
  Congregations, as they became known by 1986, which are meetings of  
  delegates representing the Communities and Houses in Australia.  The Chapter  
  or Congregation prepares policy and planning material relating to the future  
  mission of the Institute for the General Chapter or Congregation which is an  
  international meeting. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 184 

Series title: Records Relating to Provincial Assemblies 

Start date:  1971 

End date:  1998 

Descriptive note: This series consists of the records of Province Assemblies which take place  
  after General Chapters or Congregations to inform the Province of the results. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 
 
 

 
Loreto House 73-77 St Vincent Place, Albert Park 
(Province Archives SER 24) 

Series number: 54 

Series title: Records of Province Events and Seminars 

 
Descriptive note:   Series includes exhibition programs, conference kits and papers 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 68 

Series title: Records Relating to Loreto Centenary (Aus) 1975 

Descriptive note: Series consists of material relating to the Centenary of the IBVM in Australia  
  in 1975.  It includes records of Sydney celebrations, Centenary Seminar, Mass  
  Booklets, Ballarat celebrations, Newspapers clippings, ’Mary Ward Her Life  
  and Times’ Play. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 

 
Invoice for commission on purchase of  Wynne property in Ballarat 22 Sept. 1875 
(Province Archives SER 263) 

Series number: 263 

Series title: Financial and Property Records 
Start date:                     1884 

End date:                      1986 

Descriptive note: This series includes correspondence relating to the early financial business of  
  Mary’s Mount and the later establishments of Marryatville, Dawson Street,  
  Portland, Mornington, Normanhurst and Blackburn.  The correspondence and  
  documents include references to property, deeds, loans, banking, insurance,  
  Provincial Bursar’s tasks, government funding, awards and salaries, fees. 
 The series includes financial returns from various houses, information relating 
 to investments and bank accounts and information gathered for the Grants 
 Commission and National Property Register. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 338 

Series title: IBVM Programs and Publications 

Descriptive note: Consists of Eucharist Orders of Service, liturgies, lists of apostolic works,  
  advertising pamphlets, booklets of the Justice Committee and Spirituality  
  Committees. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

Series number: 352 

Series title: Loreto Friends Networker 

Start date: 2006 

Descriptive note: An on-line newsletter created by the Communications Office of the Province  
  Office in Albert Park.  The newsletter was designed to bring news of works  
  and ministries of Loreto Sisters to a wider audience. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 

Series number: 67 

Series title: Records Relating to Formation 
Start date:                     1961- 

Descriptive note: This series consists of publications, programs, rituals and reports of the Loreto  
 Formation process, i.e. the process involved in entering and training in the   
 Institute. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

Series number: 163 

Series title: Records Relating to Major Superiors in Australia 

Descriptive note: Consists mainly of conference papers for Conferences of Major Superiors of  
  Australia.   

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 271 

Series title: Material Contributed for Proposed LSAC (Loreto Schools Advisory  
  Committee) Publication 

Start date:  2003 

Descriptive note: This series consists of material collected for a proposed publication to be  
  produced by the Loreto Schools of Australia.  The collection was to be a  
  published collection of insights into individuals’ experiences of the Loreto  
  tradition.   
 The aims were defined as - 
 To record the experiences of lay people who had been associated with Loreto  
 Schools in Australia during the period of transition from religious to lay 
 leadership in the many facets of the school community. 
 To discover and share contemporary lay experiences of Mary Ward’s 
 spirituality. 
 To place these experiences in the broader context of Loreto education and 
 changes in the Church and society of the time. 
 Written contributions were elicited from principals, staff, past students, parents 
 and members of councils from each of the main schools.   
 These contributions are arranged by the school from which they were 
 associated. 
   
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
Gathering of Loreto Sisters at Mary�s Mount for the  Golden Jubilee 
(Province Archives SER 194) 

Series number: 155 

Series title: IBVM Australian Province Community Lists/Directories 1893- 

Descriptive note: This series consists of lists and directories published by the Australian  
  Province listing names and locations of members.  Later directories also  
  include contact details for the Generalate and birthdays of members. 
 There is a significant gap in the record from 1913-1940. 
 Included in this series are statistics of the membership and changes of missions 
 and moves. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 365 

Series title: Loreto Environment Photo Competition 1999 
 

Descriptive note: Arranged by the Loreto Environment Group. 
 Entries were used by the Loreto Environment Group in their Environment 
 Grace Booklet, "Come Holy Spirit, and Renew the Face of the Earth". [this 
 booklet is not in Archives]. 
 
Location:   Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 
 

Sisters of the IBVM 
 
(see also Section 3: Personal Papers) 

Series number: 221 

Series title: Biographical Register of Sisters 

Descriptive note: Consists of folders containing details of Australian IBVM Sisters.  It is the  
  consolidated record of Sisters� details prepared by the Archivist.   Details  
  include Name, Date of Birth, Baptism, Sponsors, Parents, Address, Date  
  Entered, Date Received, Date Professed, Date of Death, Place of   
  Interment and missions.  Also contains typed account of life prepared by M.  
  Mildred Dew and copies of eulogies if available. 
  
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

Series number: 224 

Series title: Register of Deaths of Sisters 

Descriptive note: Records of deaths of sisters.  Includes Loreto Normanhurst Cemetery list,  
  deaths in Australian Province, List of Sisters who entered up to 1918 with  
  details and corrected copy , Register of Deaths of all IBVM recording Name,  
  Date of Death, House, Burial (recorded by Sr. Paula Ziesing),  Community  
  Record of Deaths of  IBVM (current list held in Community). 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 264 

Series title: Correspondence Relating to Sisters’ Finances, Wills, Bequests and Gifts,  
  1889-1939 

Descriptive note: This series consists of correspondence and other documents relating mainly to  
  Wills and Bequests made either to Sisters in the Loreto Order or to the Loreto  
  Order itself. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 

Series number: 309 

Series title: Sisters’ Vacation Fees 
Start date:  1930 

End date:  1940 

Descriptive note: Consists of one volume recording Name of Sister, Date of Arrival at a  
  particular house or school, Date Left, Date Returned and Sundries (i.e. costs). 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 
 

 

Series number: 368 

Series title: Certificates of Teacher Registration, Teachers & Schools Registration  
  Board 

Contents start date:  1906 

Contents end date:  1979 

Descriptive note: This series consists of certificates issued to teachers by the Teachers and  
  Schools Registration Board.  All teachers had to be registered under the  
  Teachers and Schools Registration Act of 1906. 
 Also included are some associated certificates. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Novices at Normanhurst 
(Province Archives SER 194) 

 
 

                
Mother Gonzaga Barry�s Instructions re Voting for               Farewelling Mother General, M. Pauline Dunne, Normanhurst 1959 
Delegates                                    (Province Archives SER 194) 
(Province Archives SER 13) 
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General Chapter, Ireland, 1948 
(Province Archives SER 194) 

International 

The IBVM Generalate is based in Rome and is the administrative body of the previously separated Irish 
and North American branches of the IBVM which include the Australian Province. The Irish and North 
American Branches were united on 16th September 2003. 

Series number: 51 

Series title: International Loreto Newsletters 

Descriptive note: Includes published newsletters from international IBVM. 
 Includes -"Habari za" (Mary Ward International), "IBVM Around the World", 
 "Interconnect", "General Letter", "Newsflash". 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

Series number: 55 

Series title: Correspondence from the Generalate, Rome, 1943, 1956- 

Descriptive note: Includes correspondence received from the Generalate in Rathfarnham and  
  Casa Loreto, Rome. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 83 

Series title: Records Relating to General Superiors 

Descriptive note: Includes material relating to M. Teresa Ball, M. Michael Corcoran, M. Raphael 
  Deasy, M. Pauline Dunne, M. Agnes Walsh. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

Series number: 86 

Series title: "IBVM Book of Remembrance" and Obituaries 

Descriptive note: Includes records of deaths from the Generalate.  Includes ’IBVM Book of  
  Remembrance’ for 1993, 2003, 2004, 2005 and pamphlets recording   
  deaths for 1984-2002. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

Series number: 133 

Series title: IBVM Constitutions, Rules and Customs 
Start date:  1707 

End date:  1985 
Descriptive note: This series is a collection of various editions of the IBVM Constitutions, 
 published explanations, Rules of the Institute, 1921 Manual for Superiors by 
 M. Michael Corcoran, 1917 Instructions for Superiors, Short Summary of 
 History of Constitutions by M. Evangeline MacDonald 1970, 1951 Customs 
 Books and Directories. 
 Constitutions included are the editions of 1707 (English translation), 1877 
 (Latin), 1903 (Latin), 1908, 1913, 1928, 1938, 1971, 1983 and 1985.   
 Also included is a Latin copy of the Bull of Clement XI of 1703 establishing 
 the Institute.   
 There is also a German Constitution with an envelope postmarked St. Poltan, 
 probably sent in the late 19th century. 
  
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

Series number: 148 

Series title: IBVM International Directories, 1968-2005 (with gaps) 

Descriptive note: This series consists of the booklets published by the Generalate listing names  
  and addresses of houses of the IBVM in the Irish Generalate. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 157 

Series title: Records of Popes and Congresses 

Descriptive note: Consists of a collection of material relating to Popes and Eucharistic   
  Congresses.   
 Includes newspaper articles and Papal letters, visit to Australia by Pope John 
 Paul II, Pope John XXIII and the 1962 Vatican Council (Vatican II), Marian 
 Congress in Ottawa 1947, 1970 Papal Visit,  Eucharistic Congresses of 1928, 
 1934, 1937, 1973. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 

Series number: 158 

Series title: Records Relating to the World Church 

Descriptive note: Consists of a collection of reference material relating to the wider Catholic  
  Church.   
 Contains some copies of  ’The Advocate’ and ’Forum’. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 

Series number: 164 

Series title: UISG (Union International of Superiors General) and Various Papers on  
  Religious Life 

Descriptive note: Consists of papers and publications, studies and surveys of apostolic religious  
  life 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

Series number: 183 

Series title: Records Relating to General Chapters/Congregations 
Start date:  1907 

End date:  1998 

 

Descriptive note: This series consists of the Australian delegates� records of the General  
  Chapters or Congregations, as they became know from 1986.  The General  
  Congregation is an international meeting of the Irish Branch of the IBVM  
  defining policy and future directions of the Institute. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 56 

Series title: House of Prayer 
Start date: 1979 

Descriptive note: Prayers distributed by Generalate to the Provinces monthly. 
 Began after a Seminar in January 1979 where the question was asked "How 
 can each one of us contribute more to our Community?�.  Sr. Bern adette 
 Greene suggested that there be an hour of prayer each morning in the Chapel.  
 The Holy Hour was each morning 8.15am to 9.15am.  (from notes by Sr. Ann 
 McHugh). 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

Series number: 353 

Series title: Mary Ward International Handbook 
Start date:  2007 

Descriptive note: Consists of a handbook prepared by Sr. Margaret Burchell describing the  
  history and works of Loreto and the establishment of Mary Ward International. 
 Prepared as a first draft/work in progress. 
 Includes "A Wisdom Figure from the Past" by Sr. Christine Burke ibvm, 
 History and Tradition of the Loreto schools, "A Preferential Love of the Poor" 
 Loreto 1990 - expression of Loreto philosophy, Mary Ward International 
 Structure, a summary of Loreto works around the world and Australia,  
 Objectives and Mission of Mary Ward International, Advisory Committee, 
 Trusts and Directors, Finance. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

Series number: 143 

Series title: Province Account Books 
Start date:  1932 

End date:  1959 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Section 2: Missions 
 
Missions are the works of the IBVM and include the records of the foundation of the 
various Loreto Convents around Australia and their primary mission of education. 

 

 
Mary Ward�s Pilgrim Shoes 

(Augsburg) 
 

 
Mary Ward�s Pilgrim Hat 

(Augsburg)
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IBVM � General  

Series number: 46 

Series title: Records Relating to IBVM Loreto (Aus) History 

 
Descriptive note: A collection of material relating to general IBVM Loreto (Aus) history. 
 Includes historic accounts, transcript of M. Dorothea Frizelle’s Diary 1915-
 1918. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

Series number: 64 

Series title: Records of Loreto Projects on Social Justice Issues 

Descriptive note: Series includes a collection of material relating to Loreto involvement in social 
  justice causes including World Conference on Women, justice education,  
  the homeless. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 

 

 
Education Conference, St. Mary�s College, 1986 
(Province Archives SER 194)
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Loreto Generalate Website    
 http://www.ibvm.org 

International 

Series number: 70 

Series title: ’Loreto Missions’ Magazines 

Descriptive note: Includes publications on international Loreto missions - ’Loreto Missions’  
  1959-1993, ’Insight’ 1972-1974, ’Loreto National Mission League� 1946.  

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

Series number: 104 

Series title: Records Relating to The Bar Convent, York and Congregation of Jesus  
  Branch of IBVM 
 

Descriptive note: Consists of collection of material relating to The Bar Convent and the   
  Congregation of Jesus Branch of the IBVM.  Includes history of The Bar  
  Convent, "Welcom!" by M. Mary Loyola, newspaper clippings re Museum,  
  postcards, information on Margaret Clitheroe, Houses, Institute Tree and  
  legend, Roman Generalate correspondence, the Institute in England. 
 Also includes brochure for Augsburg IBVM, copy of "Die Gnade diese 
 stunde", meetings of Provincials in Czechoslovakia 1991, Mary Ward week in 
 1999, photograph of Nymphenberg in wartime and Paston House Cambridge. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 107 

Series title: Records Relating to IBVM in Ireland 

Descriptive note: A collection of material relating to IBVM in Ireland. 
 Includes -communications from the Vatican, Central Directions Committee, 
 History, "Down the Arches of the Years - M. Teresa Ball", "Loretto Secondary 
 Education 1880-1914 - Response to a Challenge" by Patricia Murray, 
 publications on The Abbey, Rathfarnham, photograph of Rathfarnham 
 Community 1871,  Photograph of sisters at grave of M. Xaviera Fallon, 
 Account of the Golden Jubilee of Gorey,  Gorey photographs and history, St. 
 Stephen’s Green fire of 1986, records and photographs of Dalky, Balbriggen, 
 Killarney, Fermoy, Navan slides, "Loreto Navan One Hundred years of 
 Catholic Progress 1833-1933". 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

Series number: 110 

Series title: Rathfarnham School Magazines 
Start date:  1895 

End date:  1950 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 

Series number: 111 

Series title: Records Relating to Overseas IBVM Provinces and Regions 

Descriptive note: Collection of material from international IBVM houses. 
 Includes material on South Africa, "It Dates from Day of His Going in Galilee" 
 by G.M. Hopkins, Mauritius, Spain, "Cien Anos del Instituto B.V. Maria en 
 Espana 1889-1989", photographs of IBVM Zalla 1905-1906 and Collegio de 
 Loretto Castillya de la Cuesta 1892-93, Peru, England/Wales, Gibraltar, "125 
 Anniversaire de L’arrivee des Religieuses de Loretto a I’lle Maurice", "Loreto 
 20o South 1845-1970", Arizona, Kenya, Mary Ward College Keyworth 
 Nottingham, "Loretto College Calcutta" Magazine, Casa Loreto Rome. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 112 

Series title: Records Relating to India 

Descriptive note: Consists of a collection of material relating to IBVM houses in India. 
 Includes Australian sisters in India, Travel Diary of M. Antoinette Hughes, 
 History of Indian foundations, Sr. Cyril Mooney, M. Marcella Brophy, 
 Photograph of Loretto Community ca18?, M. Teresa of Calcutta. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

Series number: 113 

Series title: "Palm Leaf" Loreto Magazines - India 
Start date:  1928 

End date:  1970 

Descriptive note: Copies of the "Palm Leaves" Magazine, an annual production giving   
  information on all foundations in India and their activities and achievements  
  for the year.  Also includes 2 magazines produced for the 150th anniversary of  
  Loreto in India, "Loreto in India - a memento 1841-1991" & "Loreto News  
  Memorabilia 150, 1841-1991-92". 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 

 
 
 
 
Series number:  119 

Series title: Records Relating to IBVM North America 

Descriptive note: A collection of material relating to the IBVM foundations in America and  
  Canada. Includes explanation of separation of American Generalate from  
  Ireland by Sr. Paula Ziesing, "Dictionary of Biography of IBVM in America  
  1984", Publications "Perspective", "The Loretto Rainbow", photographs of  
  Loretto Academy Chicago 1905, photographs of Loretto Convents - Guelph,  
  Toronto, Lindsay, Niagara Falls, Joliet, Stratford.  History, list of American  
  foundations, correspondence relating to vocation promotion. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

 

 

 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



Selected Guide to Loreto Archives 

 23

Series number: 114 

Series title: IBVM Overseas Publications 
Start date:  1960 

End date:  1973 

 
Location:     Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

Series number:  204 

Series title: "Magnificat" IBVM Worldwide Magazine 

Descriptive note: A publication described as "A Panorama of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin  
  Mary (Loreto) 1821-1971".  Describes each foundation.  Includes photographs  
  of Superiors General and founders. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
Series number:  

 

 
Program for Concert to Commemorate Centenary of Loreto in India 
(Province Archives SER 112) 
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Communities/Schools 
 

 
Original House at Mary�s Mount  
(Province Archives SER 194) 
 

Ballarat 
 
The IBVM was founded in Ballarat by M. Gonzaga Barry and her companions from Ireland in 1875. The 
community was established on 23rd September 1875 when they moved into Mary�s Mount.  The school in 
Ballarat was opened on 29th September 1875 on the Feast of St. Michael when the first boarders arrived. 
Originally Loreto Convent was a boarding school with day school provided by Dawson Street. By 1940 
both boarders and day students attended Mary’s Mount/Loreto Abbey or Loreto Convent. 
Mary’s Mount and Loreto Dawson Street amalgamated in 1977 to become Loreto College Ballarat with day 
students only by 1984. 
 

 
First Students at Mary�s Mount, 1876 
(Province Archives SER 194) 
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Series number: 35 

Series title: Records Relating to Loreto Abbey/Loreto College, Mary’s Mount,  
  Ballarat 

Descriptive note: This series consists of records relating to the first IBVM foundation in  
  Australia at Mary’s Mount and particularly its activities as a school.   
 Until around 1975 the activities of the Loreto Community of Sisters and their  
 Missions in schools were combined.  From around 1975 the Loreto College 
 became independent of the Loreto Community and the school archives became 
 separated from the Mary’s Mount Province Archives.   
 This series includes school records from its foundation in 1875 until around 
 1975.   
 Some of the earlier school records, particularly those donated by past students, 
 are held in the Loreto College Ballarat Archives as are the later school records. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 
 
 

 
Prize Giving at Mary�s Mount, c.1891 
(Province Archives, SER 194) 
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Loretto Abbey, Mary�s Mount, Accounts 1875 
(Province Archives SER 138) 

Series number: 138 

Series title: Mary’s Mount Account Books 
Start date:  1875 

End date:  1982 

Descriptive note: Consists of account books for Loreto Abbey/Convent, School and Community. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 141 

Series title: Children’s Sundries Accounts, Mary’s Mount 
Start date:  1947 

End date:  1957 

Descriptive note: This series consists of the record of students’ sundry expenditure, i.e. other than 
  school fees or "pensions" as they were called. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

 
Sample kindergarten paper cut-out work 
(Province Archives SER 144) 

Series number: 144 

Series title: Student Work 
Start date:  1875 

End date:  1892 

Descriptive note: This series consists of work created by students of Loreto Schools.   
 Includes needlework and an album belonging to past Mary’s Mount student 
 Edith Himen and sample work from Teachers’ Training College 1890. 
 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 

Series number: 149 

Series title: Scrapbooks 

Descriptive note: This series consists of three albums of newspaper clippings mainly relating to  
  Mary’s Mount. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
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Series number: 168 

Series title: Loreto College Ballarat Past Pupils 

Descriptive note: This series consists of collected information relating to Loreto College Ballarat 
  past pupils. 

 
Location:    Province Archives, Ballarat 
 
 

 
Loretto Abbey, Mary’s Mount Student Register 1875 
(Province Archives SER 217) 
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