
125 Years Remembrance

Dawson Street 
Teachers’ Training College



2009 marked 125 years since Mother 
Gonzaga Barry established the Catholic 

Training College for Teachers at 
Dawson Street, Ballarat, in 1884.

The College’s Prospectus stated that the aim of the 
Catholic Training College was 

"to supply efficient Teachers for Catholic schools, by 
training young girls who intend to adopt teaching as a 

profession." 



Mother Hilda Benson, who had trained at Notre 
Dame Teachers’ Training College, Liverpool, was 
the first Principal.

Students were admitted to the College at 14-15 
years of age for a 5 year residential course 
combining preparation for matriculation with 
teaching methods.

One of the first institutions to provided tertiary 
education for women in Australia, the Dawson 
Street Training College, was the precursor of 
modern teacher training courses.





The ‘Catholic Weekly’ described the College –

“This College is Rev. Mother’s pet establishment, and the careers of 
the graduates have amply justified her predilection.  They have 
turned out excellent teachers.  Close on 100 have entered the various 
teaching orders of the colonies and they have proved themselves 
equally efficient and exemplary.”









Mother Gonzaga set out in detail her vision 
for the Training College.

Not only were the students to be carefully 
and professionally trained during the course 
but M. Gonzaga advocated continued 
professional development.



The Dawson Street Training College can be seen on the left, the south side of the main Dawson Street school.  
This wing was built in 1884 and provided accommodation and classrooms for the trainee teachers.



Mother Hilda Benson was the first Principal of  the Dawson Street Training 
College.  

M. Hilda came to Australia in 1876 and in 1877 introduced a five year program 
for pupil teachers at the Cathedral Parish School, St. Joseph’s.



From “Eucalyptus Blossoms” 1890



Loreto Abbey vs Training College Basketball match, 1901
Training College students have the white collars.

Loreto was one of the first schools to introduce the American game.



Group on Mary’s Mount Sports Ground – the Paddock in 1901.
Training College students can be seen in their uniforms with the white 

collars.



An Album of Illustrations of Various Kindergarten 
Occupations taught at the Training College was 

presented to 
M. Gonzaga Barry in 1890.

It contains samples of work by student teachers to be 
taught to kindergarten students. A kindergarten 
was started in Dawson street in 1885. This was a very 
early kindergarten in Ausralia as the kindergarten 
movement, begun by Freidrich Froebel in Europe, 
was in its early days. 

Work includes stencilling, paper folding, paper 
perforation, weaving and stick work.

The first page has the inscription “Your children’s best 
Wishes for A Happy Feast 1890”. 








