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The seven Barry Children, Mamie top right.
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Even at 26, M. Xavier must have been a dignified sister but 
M. Berchmans Stafford’s diary of the voyage shows that even she had to make 

some concessions for the long uncomfortable voyage to Australia.

After meditation we went on deck to get a breath of air. We generally walk in pairs, 
before setting our Sr. Xavier requested Sr. Gertrude to walk behind her to hide her 
as she had no stockings on, fancy prudent Sr. Xavier doing such a thing, of course, 

we were all shocked and she had to put on her stockings after breakfast.
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